
With the month of October comes 
Fire Prevention week, Applefest 
weekend and Halloween.  I'm sure 
Deputy Chief Mullen will have more 
information on this. 

    While I'm thinking about what 
to write this month because it has 
been relatively quiet, one subject 
comes to mind..."What is the role of 
the Fire District and what is the role 
of the Fire Department?"  We have 
many new members to the Fire De-
partment "family" and it is apparent 
to me this subject is not fully under-
stood. 

    I've been around since 1984 and 
sometimes just assume people un-
derstand the differences.  Well, here 
is an abbreviated explanation of the 
subject:  The Hilton Parma Fire Dis-
trict was formed in 1986 and con-
sists of 5 fire commissioners that 
each serve a 5 year term and are 
elected by the taxpayers.  There is 
also a District Treasurer and Secre-
tary.  The 5 commissioners are vol-
unteer with the Treasurer and Secre-
tary receiving compensation.  The 
main purpose of the Fire Commis-
sioners is to provide fire and EMS 
protection to the taxpayers while 
keeping the fire tax rate as low as 
possible.  For the fiscal year of 2009 
it looks like the taxpayers will not 
see an increase at all which is pretty 
impressive considering we are 
spending 6.15 million on our new 
fire hall. 

    To simplify what I just said, the 

District is all the tangible assets 
(ie...fire hall, trucks, turnout gear) 
and the worker's comp insur-
ance.   The Fire Department is the 
membership meaning all the volun-
teers, 2 ambulances, Fire safety 
trailer and off road vehicle.  The Dis-
trict's sole revenue stream is fire 
taxes while the Fire Department has 
carnival, holiday raffle and fund 
drives along with individual dona-
tions. 

    We are very fortunate because 
the District and the Department work 
as one.  To put it this way:  A tangi-
ble asset such as a building or truck 
with no members is just as bad 
as having members with no assets!  I 
could write a whole scuttlebutt my-
self on this subject but hopefully I 
have added a little insight on this sub-
ject. 

    In closing, I'd like to thank Amy 
Lissow and everyone who helped 
with the family day for our members 
and their families.  My own family 
enjoyed it very much.  Also, "thank 
you" to the membership, the Ladies 
Auxillary and the Explorers for at-
tending the September 11th Memo-
rial Mass at Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral.  Thanks, Eric  
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October Training Schedule 
 
Mon, Oct. 6 @ 19:00  FAST Team Operations  Mandatory for Interior 
Tues, Oct. 7 @ 09:00  FAST Team Operations  Mandatory for Interior 
Mon. Oct. 13 @ 19:00 Monthly Meeting 
Mon. Oct. 20 @ 19:00 Initial Fire Attack/ Driver Recert. Mand. For Int. 
Tues. Oct. 21 @ 09:00 Driver Recertification 
Tues. Oct. 21 @ 19:00 EMS Meeting 
Sat. Oct. 25 @ 08:00  Initial Fire Attack @ NGFD 
Mon. Oct 27 @ 19:00  Commercial Search and Rescue 
Tues. Oct 28 @ 09:00  Commercial Search and Rescue 
 

October will be the last month we have scheduled any live fire initial fire attack drills. On October 20 we 
will again be traveling to the Public Safety Training Facility to use the residential live fire simulator. We have 
also added another live fire drill on Saturday Oct. 25 @ 08:00. On this morning we will be traveling to the 
North Greece Training grounds and utilizing their new class A burning building. These will be the last 2 op-
portunities to get any live fire training this year. 

 
There are many upcoming courses offered by the State that we have posted on the training board. Firefighter 

Survival, FAST and some other Technical Rescue Awareness Courses are among the courses that are being 
offered. Many of our members have taken some of these classes and they come highly recommended. If any-
one is interested see Capt. Gates or myself and we will get you registered. 

 
Thank You to Mike McHenry, Bob Floyd, and Mike Lissow for giving the tour of our new fire house. The 

building is really stared to take shape and as I was walking through the tours I heard a lot of people say 
“Wow”. I think we all can agree the committee put a lot of thought into the design of the building to make it a 
very workable building for the members. 

 
SCBA Replacement Committee.   The committee has been working very hard over the last month and has 

been meeting at times twice a week. So far we have meet with people from MSA, Draeger, and Scott. Each 
manufacturer has left with use some demo packs and to evaluate. We have taken the equipment to a Mask con-
fidence maze to evaluate many items such as durability, performance, comfort, etc. The equipment is in the 
line office, feel free to look at it, try it on, and give the committee your feed back. 

2C36 News 
Submitted by Joe Lissow 
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This Month’s Birthdays – Happy Birthday To All 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

October 

2008 

Event Calendar 

Oct 2: Donna Lemcke 

Oct 2: Cody Wilson 

Oct 3: Dianne Johnson 

Oct 6: Courtney Wehbring 

Oct 7: Eric Guest 

Oct 9: Sue VerWulst 

Oct 13: Ryan Hess 

Oct 14: Dick Mackenzie 

Oct 23: Denise Montalbano 

Oct 25: Greg Nichols 

Oct 31: Jim Rice 
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EMS News 
Submitted by Kevin Corcoran 

School is back in session, the leaves are changing and the crisp mornings are upon us. How summer time 
flies by so quickly. 

 As many have seen, there is now a laptop in the first out ambulance to assist medics in completing their 
EMS Charts in a more timely fashion. It has been placed in the rig on a trial basis to see whether or not it will 
be an asset to business or not. A wireless card has been installed so that there is an internet connection most 
everywhere you go. It does not work very well in the confines of the firehouse just like several other cell 
phones. It is fairly simple to operate and understand. Please read the directions on the computer before. 

 The three new AED's have arrived and have been placed in service in the ambulances and the grass fire 
truck. They are a newer version of what we already have, just a little different shape and it is a 1000 model in-
stead of a 500 model. Please take a moment to familiarize yourselves with them. The other AED's that cam off 
the rigs have been forwarded to the other two chiefs. The intent of each chief having an AED on board is not 
as much as for running calls as it is for we the members on a scene in case the need ever arises. 

 EMS Turnout Gear has been ordered and should be in around mid to late November. We are also looking 
into EMS footwear for the members. I will keep you posted on what we can come up with. Thank you to eve-
ryone that showed up to make gear fitting night go well. 

 Applefest is this weekend and the EMS sign up sheets for stand coverage still need some help. If you have 
any spare time that you can give to help out in the booth, (trailer) we would be very grateful. It takes several 
people each shift to keep that stand running. As always, food and drink will be provided. As we did at the car-
nival, we will be utilizing the new trailer for our EMS stand this year at the Applefest.  We have secured power 
to the trailer so we will have lights and more secure shelter if needed. Please do what you can to give EMS a 
hand this weekend. The Off Road Vehicle will also be going to the festival. 

 Along with Applefest weekend, Open House for Fire Prevention Week is on Sunday from Noon to Four PM 
at the firehouse. We would like to see as many warm EMS bodies as possible to help out and man the table and 
assist with blood pressures if requested. I know this is a busy weekend for all, but any help would again be ap-
preciated.  

 EMS MEETING is on Tuesday October 21st at 7pm at the fire hall. There are a few things on the agenda 
including group coverage again as it has been taking some hits recently and some new ideas we have to assist 
the community and us when responding to calls. Anyone that runs EMS whether on an ambulance or fire 
truck, please make an effort to attend. We always have good discussions and great dialogue at these meetings. 
And of course....food and drink will be provided. Make sure to bring your thoughts and concerns with you so 
that we can get them out into the open and discuss them.  

 Thank you to those who have helped out in the past few weeks and manned an Ambulance and Off 
Road Vehicle at the Hilton High School Varsity football games. I know there are other things that you may 
want to do on a Friday night, but watching the enthusiastic crowds is reward enough to attend. We have a cou-
ple more games to attend. Friday night October 3rd for Home Coming and Friday October 17th for the last 
home varsity game. Please see the sign up sheet at the hall if you can help out. 

 There are several members either training to drive or observing in the back as medics. Please give them your 
attention and share your knowledge when they ride. They will appreciate any extra effort you bestow upon 
them. 

 On October 31st, Halloween, as we do every year, the Fire Department will be out and about spreading 
candy around the district. The ambulances are also invited to join in. We do ask one thing....If you out and 
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EMS News (continued) 
Submitted by Kevin Corcoran 

about in the district on apparatus and a call comes in, PLEASE use extreme caution when responding. Little 
ghosts and goblins may not understand that you are responding to an emergency and might come out into the 
road to fetch some sugar. Please be careful! 

 Have a great October! 

 Kevin Corcoran  

2C26 News 
Submitted by Jeff Mullen 

It is Fire Prevention time again and with it comes Tours, Visits to schools, Open House and community 
events like Applefest and Halloween!!   

All present an excellent opportunity to deliver the important message to the community on fire safety and 
what to do in the event of an emergency!! 

We will be attending several schools starting on October 6th through the 15th. If you wish to attend during the 
time your child is scheduled, you can check with Pam Johnson for the scheduled times. 

We also have the Applefest coming on October 4th- which will be manned by the safety trailer. If you are 
available to man any shifts- please contact Pam. The experience will definitely be worth your time! 

Then we have our annual Open House on Sunday October 5th from noon till 4pm. There will be many sta-
tions to educate the community. Please try to make every effort to attend. The whole department participates in 
this event and you are all asked to arrive at 11:30 to help set up and we will wear our class B’s. Thanks to eve-
ryone in advance for your help! The fire department will provide another great service to community in a short 
period of time- NICE JOB! 

We will also be handing out candy for Halloween to the children of our community. Times will be posted as 
the event nears and for all those without kids to trick or treat with- this is a great opportunity to see the kids in 
their costumes. We have even had a member or two dress up in the past. It is a great time and the kids look for-
ward to seeing us as well! Nice job on another successful carnival to everyone! The ambulances have also 
gone out in past years and would be welcome with a crew as well. 

Enjoy what’s left of the fall with your families.  

We are a GREAT TEAM and NOBODY does it better than YOU!!!  

Let’s all keep our pagers on 24/7 and if we ALL give a little- TOGETHER we can accomplish A LOT!!! 

 

  Jeff 
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Commission News 
Submitted by Ray Ward 

New Fire Hall – The building is still on time for a finish date of next March.  We decided on a tanish color, I 
forget the specific name of it, for the color of the apparatus floor.  The floor is supposed to be poured this 
week, 270 yards of concrete, a lot of concrete!  The windows have started to be put in, the remainder will be 
delivered this week and they will continue to install them.  Overall, the outside is looking very nice.  Keep 
checking via the web cam.   
 
We are currently in the process of setting up a fitness committee to determine what equipment we will want to 
get for the fitness room in the new fire hall.  We will be getting prices and put together a grant to attempt to get 
the equipment paid for.  If you are interested in this committee, please see Ray Ward. 
 
Hopefully the tour of the new fire hall peaked the interest of all.  If you have any questions, please see any of 
the commissioners. 
 
Finance—We have completed out proposed budget.  We will be having our public budget meeting this month. 
 
Audit—The audit has been completed and submitted to all the appropriate parties, almost in time to get ready 
for next year.  
 
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Hilton-Parma Fire District is October 1st, 7:30pm at the Fire Station. 


