
March is here and with that our 
annual banquet is fast approach-
ing.  Please try to attend the banquet 
as this is our way of honoring the 
service of our volunteers, reflecting 
on our accomplishments and just 
enjoying everyone's company. We 
all worked very hard in the 
year 2009 and I hope to see every-
one there celebrating our achieve-
ments together. 

    If you haven't noticed, our calls 
to Hilton East have been drastically 
reduced.  As of Friday, Feb. 19th 
Monroe Ambulance will be handling 
the majority of Hilton East's priority 
1's and 2 calls for service in addition 
to priority 3's and 4's that they cur-
rently handle. 

    In the past few years Hilton East 
has significantly added to our call 
volume and extra burden to our vol-
unteers.  In 2009 we responded to 
Hilton East 278 times.  There will 
still be some instances where we will 
be dispatched such as if a resident 
requests a Hilton ambulance, if there 
is a medical 500 or if Monroe Am-
bulance is too far away.  We will 
evaluate this and make changes if 
necessary. 

    While I am on the subject of the 
running order, hopefully you have 
all heard that our off road vehicle is 
in service.  It will run mutual service 
to North Greece for any sledding 
incident on Frisbee Hill Road. Thank 
you to everyone who was involved 
with the training we had on this ma-

chine in the last month.  A special 
thanks to Bill Zarpentine who has been 
instrumental with us moving forward 
in putting this machine in service.  Bill 
also proves to be a great resource when 
questions or problems arise. 

    This month we had three new 
members join our Fire Depart-
ment.  Alex Harding and Aaron Hamp-
ton joined the fire side while Elizabeth 
Hadley joined the EMS side.  If you 
see these people please introduce your-
self, make them feel at home and show 
them why we are the best fire depart-
ment in Monroe County. 

    On one final note, our condolences 
go out to John Sweeney, Donna Zar-
pentine and Bill Zarpentine and their 
families on the passing of their mother 
and grandmother ,  Mary Lou 
Sweeney.  Mrs. Sweeney was truly an 
amazing lady who always had a smile 
on her face.  She will be missed. 

Thanks, Eric   
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The Committee has already met and many ideas were shared. Meetings are set with the elementary schools to 
lay out the spring Fire Safety Trailer Programs. A group is working to take a look at our current website and 
see what can be done to update what we have as well as expand it to include more information to the member's 
section, possibly creating a fire safety section and training section among other ideas. Another group is looking 
to set up the new sign out front to automatically have different messages displayed throughout the year to util-
ize it to the best of its capacity. Tours are also being scheduled of the firehouse with one set in March and one 
in April already. Fire Prevention week in October with an open house at the firehouse will be happening this 
year. Those are some of the things being worked on so far. If anyone would like to jump on board with the 
committee or has any ideas in regards to fire prevention this year feel free to contact me.  
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With this writing February is almost over, I know I am looking forward to March which means its closer to 
spring. My sympathy goes out to Donna Zarpentine and John Sweeney on the passing of their Mother and also 
to Tracy Jarvis for the passing of her Grandfather. 

 
March is a busy month; please note our next meeting March 16th will be held at a different location. We will 

be meeting at Mayer Winery @ 7:15. Interested in joining us? Please give me a call. Saturday March 20th is the 
Fire Department Annual Banquet and Saturday March 27th we will be hosting our delicious Chicken Barbeque 
at the Exempt Club. Please show your support by purchasing a ticket from any member. 

 
Remember your Secret Pal! 
 
Stay warm and see everyone at our next meeting.  
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Just a reminder that the Banquet will be on the 20th of this month.  By the time you read this, the invitations 
should have arrived in your mailbox.  Please make sure to mail them back as soon as possible, it will make my 
job a lot simpler if you do. 
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Listed below is the Training Schedule for March 

 
On February 13th we started the Fire and EMS recruit class. This is a great place to make-up or get some of 

your mandatory drills covered for the year, at the same time it allows you to meet our new recruits, share some 
knowledge with them and help out the officer teaching. The recruit schedule is posted on the training board 
just get with the officer that is teaching the class. This month the recruit class will be getting certified on the 
HURST tool on the 19th and 20th so if you’re not cleared and want to be this is a great time to do it also on Sat-
urday March 13th CEVO will is scheduled and is open to everyone  

 I know were hitting the tail end of winter but March can still wreck havoc in our area so firefighters must 
deal with additional demands on their emergency apparatus and on themselves, physically, due to heavy snow-
fall and extreme temperatures.  When responding to an emergency in sub-zero temperatures firefighters need 
to be aware of the impact of cold-weather conditions on personal safety.   

Winter road conditions can adversely affect fire apparatus handling. Firefighters should deal with increased 
stopping distances, decreased visibility and the unpredictable actions of other motorists. Apparatus operators 
should consider the need for alternate routes in case of inaccessibility to the incident due to snow. Extreme 
winter conditions will cause longer response times. It bears repeating: first responders are of little value unless 
they arrive on scene safely.   

Once on scene, the IC must take into account seasonal hindrances to access and placement of apparatus. Do 
snow banks block access? Is there ice on the stairs? Are fire hydrants accessible? Are there hidden hazards un-
der the snow?   

Water on the ground during cold-weather operations will create an increased potential for slips and falls. Be 
aware that some of the water applied to a burning structure may freeze on the building. As more and more wa-
ter is applied, ice will cause additional weight and stress on structures, increasing the potential for collapse.  

Using SCBA during extreme cold-weather operations may cause some safety concerns. Although it is impor-
tant in any situation that SCBA’s are properly checked and maintained, certainly a little more care should be 
taken in winter months.  

Please don’t forget about the danger of frostbite. Fluids contained within an exposed body part can freeze, 
causing blood-vessel damage and necrosis or death of tissue in the affected area. Frostbite will appear as 
changes in skin appearance or discoloration and will be accompanied by numbness and stiffness. 

Most often the hands, feet, ears and face of a firefighter are most prone to frostbite. The best way to prevent 
frostbite is to protect skin from direct exposure to cold air.  

I know this is easier said than done but firefighters should replace wet gloves as soon as possible. It’s also a 
good idea to keep a change of socks in your gear bag or on the apparatus during winter months. Try to dress in 
layers under your PPE.   

Cold weather can definitely take a toll on firefighters and the equipment that they use. With proper pre-
incident planning, training and awareness, the hazards of extreme winter-weather fire fighting can be reduced 

  Mon. 1-Mar 19:00   Strategies and Tactics 

  Tues. 2-Mar 9:00   Strategies and Tactics 

  Mon. 8-Mar 19:00   Monthly Meeting 

M Mon. 15-Mar 19:00 ALL/CME  Haz-Mat / WMD  

M Tues. 16-Mar 9:00 ALL/CME  Haz-Mat / WMD  

  Mon. 22-Mar 19:00   Fire Extinguishers 

  Tues. 23-Mar 9:00   Fire Extinguishers 

  Mon. 29-Mar 19:00   MVA Operations 

  Tues. 30-Mar 9:00   MVA Operations 

  Tues. 30-Mar 9:00 EMS/CME Lifting and Moving Techniques 

  Tues. 30-Mar 19:00 EMS/CME Lifting and Moving Techniques 
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to allow safe operations on the fire ground. 
Keep safe and try to keep warm 
Jeff  
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As we continue to move forward there are a few things happening this month we would like to make every-

one aware of: 
EMS Quarterly Meeting 7:00 pm Tuesday March 23rd – Everyone is welcome! 
CEVO Drivers class Saturday March 13th 8:00 am – Anyone that drives should attend! 
CME Classes Tuesday March 2nd, March 16th, 18:00-22:00 
(WMD) also a CME Class for everyone Monday 19:00 March 15th 
Just a note on our first CME class last Tuesday: 
We had 12 HFD member and 2 from other departments in the class, all are welcome! 
As some of you may have seen how busy it is lately, we have an NYS EMT class every Tuesday and Thurs-

day in addition to our drills and CME classes going on simultaneously. In the EMT class we have 5 HFD 
members in the class and there are currently 29 people left in the class. The EMT students will be doing rig 
checks each night of class (Be sure your rig is stocked after every call). New Rig check sheets are printed and 
the compartment lists in the rigs will now match the new check sheets as of Monday. The EMT students may 
be using many different rooms around the fire house for lab nights but primarily will stay in the class room 
during all class hours. 

A change that took effect last month on the 19th was that the Hilton East 911 coding went into effect for Hil-
ton Fire Department. What does this mean to us you ask? This will limit our requests for services to the Hilton 
East to dire emergencies only unless personally requested for a family member or if Monroe can not make a 
timely response. This will achieve our past desire to limit our response to the Hilton East. 

In your mailbox you will find a survey on the power gurney that we have demoed last month, Please fill it 
out and bring it to the monthly meeting on the 8th so we can talk about the pros and cons of this major pur-
chase. 

If you are a medic, you should have found a MLREMS printout and a HFD summary page for MLREMS 
2010 Protocol updates. If you would please complete the training online and hand in your completed, SIGNED 
documentation to 2M26 prior to our EMS meeting, otherwise we can help you thru the process at the meeting. 
This must be completed by everyone in order for us to practice under our new 2010 protocols! 

I would like to welcome back our newest cleared drivers to EMS: Steve Speer and Brian Lissow have both 
been cleared as drivers. 

Congratulations Todd Bischoping and Pete Drescher for advancing to second medic, Keep up the good work 
guys! 

I would like to send out a “NICE JOB and Thank Yo`u!” to the acting captain and his LT in my absence for 
10 days this month, Matt did an awesome job and is a great communicator, if you have any issues at all see 
Matt or Jeff! 

Winter is here so caution is a must, please remember if you would not pull in a driveway with your car be-
cause of safety or snow build up – don’t pull in with the ambulance. 

Think Safe, Be safe….. 
Bill  
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NEW YORK -The Firemen’s Association of the State of New York (FASNY), New York State Association of 
Fire Chiefs (NYSAFC), and the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York recently launched a 
comprehensive public service voter outreach campaign. The mission is twofold: to register thousands of fire 
service members in New York State to vote, and to encourage them to show up to the polls. This year every 
member of the New York State Legislature is up for re-election, not to mention the governorship and other 
statewide offices. FASNY and its partners believe it’s important to get firefighters involved in this great oppor-
tunity to vote, in order to have a say in New York State government. In addition, firefighters and EMS provid-
ers represent a combination of interests unique only to them. When they register to vote, they will become part 
of a larger group with similar firefighter and EMS concerns. And the beauty of this campaign is that every fire-
fighter and EMS provider can take it a step further, by reaching out to his or her own friends and family. As a 
result the number of voters could increase and continue to grow even more. 
 
While each of these fire service groups are different, they all share some of the same challenges. “It’s impera-
tive we work with other fire service groups to get the word out about how important it is to register, and ulti-
mately vote in every election,” said David Jacobowitz, First Vice President of FASNY. “There are more than 
100,000 volunteer firefighters and 30,000 volunteer EMS personnel in the state of New York. If you add 
their family and friends we are talking about a group that could number a half million people. This 
makes for a large voting bloc that can make the difference in close elections from one part of the state to 
the other. Together, we can make our voice heard at the ballot box.” 
 
In order to meet the goals of the campaign, the fire service groups have come up with a number of dif-
ferent ways to not only get the word out about the importance of voting, but to provide different re-
sources to facilitate the voting process. For example, a new website has been created called 
www.firefightersvote.com, which explains the voter registration campaign and provides tools so volunteer re-
sponders can easily register to vote. In addition, fire departments across the state will have access to materials 
such as posters, displays, and informational handouts, all designed to get those registered out to vote. 
 
Fire service groups believe this campaign will be an effective way to tap into a large portion of the popu-
lation.  
 
“In a time when people seem to feel that government is disconnected from their daily lives, there can be no 
activity of greater importance than participation through voting. Regardless of an individual’s party affiliation 
or how they feel on different issues, the right, and obligation to vote is something that must be taken seriously, 
and exercised,” said Chief Norman Knapp, President of NYSAFC. “This effort will help make it easier for 
members of New York’s Fire Service, both volunteer and career, to exercise their rights as citizens of this 
great country and state. We at the New York State Association of Fire Chiefs urge each member of the fire ser-
vice and their families, if you’re registered, vote, if you’re not registered do so today.” 
 
“The Association of Fire District Officers see this as yet another opportunity to work together with FASNY 
and NYSAFC to educate and encourage participation in our legislative process,” said Larry Pierce, President 
of the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York. “We believe in these challenging times, an edu-
cated commissioner, firefighter or EMS provider can be even more valuable to our local communities. Those 



who respond to emergencies in their districts, can work together by voting to ensure the residents receive the 
best, cost effective care possible.” 
 
Social media such as Facebook will be another source of information for firefighters and EMS personnel. 
There will be regular postings highlighting the different facets of the campaign.  
 
The program will run for the next several months with the ultimate goal of registering thousands of members 
of the fire service. In the fall, an emphasis will be placed on getting these registered voters to the polls. If you 
are a firefighter, and/or EMT you are encouraged to visit www.firefightersvote.com. You can also log on to 
www.fasny.com for more information. 
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120 Old Hojack Lane 
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Phone: 585-392-8601 
Fax: 585-392-6279 
Email: scuttlebutt@hiltonfd.org 
Web: www.hiltonfd.org  
 www.mcfw.com 


